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• Why Become Involved in Refugee Sponsorship
• A Theological Perspective
• The Size & Scope of Refugee Crisis 
• Christian Persecution & Marginalization

• Who is affected by the Global Refugee Crisis
• Who is coming to the aid of refugees (A Canadian Perspective)
• What does it mean to be a CG?
• Q&A
• Determine Next Steps 
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Overview



Why become involved in refugee sponsorship?
A Theological Perspective

• A response to the Commandment to “Love our Neighbour”
• Baptismal call of our faith in service of others, especially to those on 

the margins
• Refugee Resettlement supports/is consistent with the Mission of the 

Archdiocese and its Pastoral Plan
• Help to save the lives of innocent victims of war, violence and 

persecution
• Resettlement opens doors and gives hope to refugees without a 

place to call home
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Why become involved in refugee sponsorship?
The Size of the Global Refugee Crisis
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The size of the current global migrant crisis is comparable to the crisis at the end of WWII

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let me begin with the size of the crisis.  The global refugee crisis is comparable to the refugee crisis that faced the world at the end of WWII.The latest statistics from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) indicate that:80MM people have been forcibly displaced from their homes; Of these 45.7 MM, while have been forced to flee their homes still remain in their homeland.  The remainder, of just over 34MM have been forced to flee their homeland as well, and so, they meet one of the criteria used to determine refugee status.



Why become involved in refugee sponsorship?
Christian Persecution and Marginalization

• The global refugee crisis has affected peoples of many different faiths
• But in a particular way, it has affected the Christian community

• Christian Persecution 
• Under-representation of Christians in Government Resettlement 

Programs
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Two Additional Dynamics at Play:  
Christian Persecution

6

• 80% of people 
live in countries 
where there are 
serious 
restrictions on 
religious freedom 
(2018 US Religious 
Freedom Report).

• 80% of all 
religious 
persecution is 
being done to 
Christians 
worldwide (Open 
Doors).

Key Facts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now let me now turn to a couple of key dynamics at play that are seldom reported on in the West.The first is the level of persecution faced by Christians, by our brothers and sisters in various parts of the world, where they are a minority religion.  This is a heat map of the countries in which Christians face tremendous levels of persecution.It is well reported that the Christian community is, by far, the most persecuted religious community in the world.  Here are a couple of very troubling statistics that will give you some sense of how pervasive is the threat to religious freedom, and the extent of the level of persecution faced by Christians80% of the world’s  population live in countries where there are significant restriction to religious freedom.Within those countries, 80% of religious persecution is being directed against ChristiansWe are by no means the only religious community suffering persecution (e.g., Uyger Muslims in China; Rohinga Muslims in Myanmar) but we are the canary in the coal mine.  When Christians are being persecuted, you can bet that other religious minorities are also being persecuted.  While we may hear the stories of other religions being persecuted we seldom hear reports about Christian persecution. 



“I was a stranger and you welcomed Me”
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Our Office is guided by the words of St. Paul in his Letter to
the Galatians, “Therefore, whenever we have opportunity, let
us do good for all men, but especially to those who are of the
household of faith.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Despite these challenges, the need to address the plight of refugees is greater now then ever before.As at the end of 2020, the UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, reported that there are80M people who have been forcibly displaced from their homes; Of these, 26.3M have been forcibly displaced from their homes and homeland as refugees. The vast majority of the refugees come from countries in the Middle East and Sub-Saharan Africa; this geographical areas represents the lion share (87%) of refugees throughout the world.  But the crisis extends to other diverse places as well, including China, Pakistan, where you see the persecution of Christians; and Columbia and Central American countries that face tremendous violence as a result of the drug cartels



Canada assists refugees from abroad through two key 
streams

1. Government Sponsored Refugees
• Government Assisted Refugees (GAR)
• Joint Assistance Sponsorship (JAS)
• Blended Visa Office Referral (BVOR) 

2. Private Sponsorship of Refugees (PSR)
• Sponsorship Agreement Holders (SAH)
• Groups of 5 (G5)
• Community Sponsorship (CS)

Inland/At Port 
Refugee Claimants Overseas Refugee Resettlement

• Claimant initiates a 
refugee claim at port of 
entry (POE) or at an 
inland IRCC office;

• Surge in 2017 and 2018 
have resulted in a crisis in 
temporary and permanent 
housing for key cities.
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UNHCR 
Names 

Refugees

Sponsors 
Name 

Refugees

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Canada has a very strong record of assisting refugees.  We have in this country two overarching streams: The first stream is the Inland Asylum System, which is the program that addresses those who arrive in our country and upon their arrival make an asylum claim.  They are able to work, receive social assistance, have their children educated while they await their refugee claim to be assessed.  This can take many years for the process to unfold, including the appeal process.The second stream is the Overseas Refugee Resettlement Stream:  This is the program that processes refugees while they are still overseas and once they are determined to be refugees and are sponsored, they are resettled  to Canada.  Now within that stream there are two large programs. The GAR program, where the government names the refugees that it wishes to settle to Canada.  Here they principally rely on the UNHCR to refer refugees to them; andThe PSR program.  This is an incredible program that is the envy of the world.  It is a tremendous program that leverages the time, talent and treasure of private sponsors who wish to sponsor and resettle refugees.  The largest of the sub-programs is the Sponsorship Agreement Holder stream, in which the Church plays a significant role.  Since its inception some 42 years ago, private sponsors have resettled roughly 350k refugees to Canada.   That is quite an accomplishment..



In 2019, ORAT conducted a mission trip to Thailand, where 
we interviewed 65 Pakistani Christian families

• Thailand is not a signatory to the 1951 Geneva Convention. No 
protections afforded to refugees or asylum seekers

• Thai officials routinely conduct raids of illegal immigrants, who, if 
caught, are placed into overcrowded detention centers where they 
languish until they are resettled to western countries or return to 
Pakistan, where many will face an uncertain future.
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Religious 
Persecution 

No Protection 
from Thai 
Authorities

• Intense Persecution of Religious Minorities 
• Use of the Blasphemy Law
• Little/no protection from civil authorities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also undertook a mission trip to Bangkok, Thailand where it is estimated that there are about 1500 Pakistani Christians have fled in hopes of securing help from the UN.  During that mission trip we worked closely with Fr. Michael Kelly, a Jesuit who is doing considerable work to assist this community.  We interviewed 65 families of the high priority families that his team identified.   We also took great effort to raise the awareness of their suffering through Michael Swan of the Catholic Register, who provided extensive coverage of their story.  I brought along some copies of the Catholic Register Publication that highlights the suffering of this community.  We also reached out to bishop across Canada to ask them to consider sponsoring 1 or more families.  To date, we have 8 dioceses who have indicated their willingness to assist.. It is important to mention that, though they fled to Thailand, their suffering has not ended.  Thailand is not a signatory to the 1951 Geneva Convention and so there are no protections afforded to refugees. Raids are routinely done to round-up refugees who are there illegally.  If caught, they are placed into horendously overcrowded detention centres until they are either miraculously resettled to the West or return to Pakistan where they face the real risk of being put to death.The UN has an office in Bangkok but are of little value.  I met with the Canadian Ambassador to Thailand, Donica Pottie and we discussed why the UNHCR rejected so many Pakistani Christians.  She advised me that she had discussed this issue with UNHCR officials who disclosed that they uncovered a problem with their Muslim interpreters who maliciously misinterpreted the statements made by the refugees, resulting in the rejection of their refugee status.   



The Sponsorship Process
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
And here is where I urgently need your help.  And ask that you consider sponsoring one of the 65 families that we interviewed, 17 of which we have already submitted cases to Immigration Canada for their resettlement.  It is for these 17 families that we are looking for a parish to help settle them. I have provided here an overview of the sponsorship processStep 1:  Request profiles from ORAT. We have a sign-up sheet here today, if you are interested or have questions about sponsorship please provided your name and we will follow up with you.A number of profiles will be provide to you for consideration. Each profile provides a picture of the family and a brief overview of their story.  Like Sunny who fled to Thailand after a Muslim mob of about 1500, burnt town about 200 Christian homes, businesses and churches in Joseph Colony, a Christian community in the outskirts of Lahore,  trying to kill Sawan Massih, his co-worker who was accused of blasphemy.  Unable to find his coworker they went after Sunny. I’m haapy to announce that  Fr. Tonoletto of St. Catherine of Sienna has sponsored this case.



CG Responsibilities
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Time & Talent

• Commitment to welcome & journey with the refugee;
• Assisting with their integration during their first year to Canada
• Responsibilities include: 

• Airport Welcome;
• Arrange for Temporary and Permanent Accommodation;
• Help register with a settlement agency (Language Assessment, Language 

Training, Employment Counseling);
• Assist with required forms such as health insurance, social Insurance Card, 

Canada Child Benefits, etc.;
• Help to open a bank account, register children in school; facilitate 

employment, find a family doctor & dentist.

Treasure

• Consider 
fundraising when 
possible to support 
the settlement 
needs of the 
refugee.

• Consider collection 
of in-kind support 
to reduce the 
financial support 
required.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also undertook a mission trip to Bangkok, Thailand where it is estimated that there are about 1500 Pakistani Christians have fled in hopes of securing help from the UN.  During that mission trip we worked closely with Fr. Michael Kelly, a Jesuit who is doing considerable work to assist this community.  We interviewed 65 families of the high priority families that his team identified.   We also took great effort to raise the awareness of their suffering through Michael Swan of the Catholic Register, who provided extensive coverage of their story.  I brought along some copies of the Catholic Register Publication that highlights the suffering of this community.  We also reached out to bishop across Canada to ask them to consider sponsoring 1 or more families.  To date, we have 8 dioceses who have indicated their willingness to assist.. It is important to mention that, though they fled to Thailand, their suffering has not ended.  Thailand is not a signatory to the 1951 Geneva Convention and so there are no protections afforded to refugees. Raids are routinely done to round-up refugees who are there illegally.  If caught, they are placed into horendously overcrowded detention centres until they are either miraculously resettled to the West or return to Pakistan where they face the real risk of being put to death.The UN has an office in Bangkok but are of little value.  I met with the Canadian Ambassador to Thailand, Donica Pottie and we discussed why the UNHCR rejected so many Pakistani Christians.  She advised me that she had discussed this issue with UNHCR officials who disclosed that they uncovered a problem with their Muslim interpreters who maliciously misinterpreted the statements made by the refugees, resulting in the rejection of their refugee status.   



Q&A, Next Steps and Thank You

• Questions & Answers
• Determine Next Steps
• Thank You!!

• ORAT Outreach Contact Information
• Email: oratoutreach@archtoronto.org
• Phone: (416) 934-3400 x804
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